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January Beach Cleanup 
After collecting over 8 metric tons of marine industry debris in the autumn of 
the 2020 DI Community Beach Cleanup, it was extremely disheartening to 
witness new inundations of debris washing in after the winter storms. After 
loud and official complaints, funding was offered by DFO for ADIMS to facilitate 
a Winter Shoreline Cleanup that ran from January to April.  A further 6 – 8 
metric tons of debris was again collected by local contract vessels, trucks and 
teams and sorted by a small volunteer ADIMS team. 

We respectfully acknowledge that the land we gather on is on the unceded  
traditional territory of the K’ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 

 
With our island life continuing under varying Covid-19 restrictions since our last 2020 newsletter, ADIMS’ work itself has 
carried on, with many, though not all, events and meetings in the ‘virtual’ realm. The summer’s extreme heat descended 
on both land and marine environments with devastating effect, placing climate change squarely in the middle of our 
reality.  Through it all we have continued to advocate to “preserve, protect and restore the marine ecosystem of our island 
shores and surrounding waters for the benefit of plant and animal species, their habitat and human well-being.” 

March 8th Herring Vigil 
With continuing concern for dwindling herring stocks, ADIMS joined Conservancy 
Hornby Island in the ongoing protest of the commercial herring fishery.  The 
waters of Lambert Channel, Denman Island and French Creek are the most vital 
spawning area for the Pacific Herring. Due to Covid-19, we could not launch our 
'Flotilla Protest' event as seen in 2020, but instead ADIMS erected huge banners 
along the spawning area shorelines. We also held a Candlelight Vigil with 
neighbouring Hornby Island to mourn the loss and decline of this keystone forage 
fish that provides abundance to all. 
 



 

April 16th - Mark R Isfeld Secondary School Environment Club Eco-Fair.  
ADIMS was delighted to receive an invitation to present a short video on the theme of 
Climate Crisis.  Theresa Clinton’s and Sussan Thompson’s video collaboration spoke to 
students on issues we are facing and what ADIMS is doing to protect our marine 
environment.   

June 8th – World Oceans Day and Otters Daughters 
For World Oceans Day, Sussan Thomson and Jennifer Lee 
organized a group of wetsuit-clad Denman Island 
enthusiasts to form the synchronized swimming group 
‘The Otter’s Daughters’.  This year’s World Oceans Day 
theme was conservation. The return of the west coast sea 
otter is seen as a conservation success, not to mention our 
healthy colonies of River Otters here on Denman.   In the 
cold waters off our island, the team's performance was 
captured by our amazing local Denman drone 
operators.  The footage was then creatively captured into 
a stunning video by Sussan Thompson and matched to an 
original song by Avro music. Many thanks to all the 
amazing volunteers! Clean Coast Clean Waters Initiative (CCCWI)  

In December 2020 the provincial government announced the creation 
of this provincial marine cleanup project grant of $9.5 million, which 
was intended to create jobs and support coastal communities as they 
recovered from the pandemic.  Working together with Ocean Legacy, 
Liz Johnston, Lisa Pierce and Beth Janz took on the huge job of heading 
the Denman and Hornby Islands and Comox Valley shoreline portion 
of this marine cleanup initiative. 
 

As well as providing work within all the communities, we worked with 
the K’ómoks First Nation Guardian Watchmen in consultation and 
marine debris removal, and many NPOs such as Project Watershed, 
Conservancy Hornby Island and VI University. 
  

Along with the ubiquitous shellfish industry debris, which forms over 
95% of the over 36 metric tons collected, teams also collected derelict 
boats, engines, tires, and recreational equipment washed up on our 
shores.  Our heartfelt thanks to our hardworking team members and 
to the volunteers on Hornby and Denman Islands and in the Comox 
Valley who donated countless hours - we are immensely grateful. 
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Advocacy for the Survival of Baynes Sound and Lambert Channel 
Our marine ecosystems have been dangerously degraded by the Climate Crisis and the unregulated shellfish industry.  ADIMS has 
worked with and educated appropriate ministers (Gord Johns, MP, Josie Osborne, MLA and Finn Donnelly, MLA) to advocate for 
concrete and urgent change.  Our successes have included: 
 

• Significant changes to the shellfish aquaculture Conditions of License related to debris, dangerous or toxic gear, and 
monitoring and fining of non-compliant tenures. 

• Criticism of DFO’s Blue Economy strategy that promotes mining, gas and oil development of the seabed. 
• Suggesting strategies of how the province can require growers to retrieve lost gear and recycle. 
• In person meetings to suggest how the province can, under the Crown Land Act, impose consequences on tenure holders 

who degrade the ecosystem with impunity. 
  

The Baynes Sound/Lambert Channel Ecosystem Forum 
This multi-stakeholder organization, meeting twice a year 
since 2018, works for the long-term well-being of this critical 
marine ecosystem. Originally co-sponsored by World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) and the Islands Trust, current stakeholders 
include the K’ómoks and Qualicum First Nations, BC Shellfish 
Growers Association, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Ministry 
of Forests Lands and Natural Resources BC, Vancouver Island 
University, Comox Valley Regional District, Islands Trust, 
Project Watershed, ADIMS and Conservancy Hornby Island. 

 

Only governments, including First Nations, have the authority 
to make plans for our marine ecosystem. The Forum’s job is 
to inform and facilitate all levels of government decisions 
that support the ecosystem and reduce damage and over 
exploitation. Over the past year we have worked and 
consulted with the following organisations and individuals 
toward this goal: 
• WWF senior specialist in marine conservation, Kim 

Dunn. Kim, who co-wrote the 2019 research paper 
‘Toward Integrated Management in Baynes Sound,’ 
detailing the 29 separate management plans currently in 
place, offered her thoughts and recommendations. 

• Dr. Aroha Miller, a marine scientist managing the Ocean 
Watch program for the Ocean Wise Research Institute.  
Dr. Miller outlined the way a similar organization in 
Howe Sound created a multifaceted report to assist 
government and communities to identify the best ways 
to protect their marine ecosystems. 

• Tim Ennis, executive director of the Comox Valley Land 
Trust, joined David Stapley to present the Comox Valley 
Land Trust’s strategy for advocating conservation with 
governments.   

 

At our next Forum this November, we will decide whether we 
want to follow a path similar to Howe Sound and the Comox 
Valley and create a report on the state of Baynes 
Sound/Lambert Channel to be our foundation for advocating 
with the government.  

  
Climate Crisis   
The end of June heat wave was catastrophic for mussels, clams, sea stars and snails on our 
shores and dealt a crushing blow to shellfish aquaculture growers.  It leaves no doubt that as 
far as the climate crisis is concerned, the status quo is no longer acceptable, and change is 
required.  ADIMS is partnering with other BC groups, including the West Coast Climate Action 
Network (WECAN), to work together to meaningfully address the global Climate emergency. 

Invasive European Green Crab Monitoring 
The European Green Crab (which is notably not always green) made 
its way from Europe via the west Atlantic Coast to the West Coast in 
the late 1980’s. It is an aggressive predator of native shellfish and 
could possibly out-compete the Dungeness crab of equal size for 
both food and habitat. ADIMS is working with DFO biologists to train 
community volunteers to monitor the activity of this invader in our 
waters.   
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ADIMS Annual General Meeting (AGM) Thursday 25th November, 4 pm  
Please join us for our ADIMS Annual General Meeting, taking place this year once again via Zoom.  Details to be announced. 

 

For more info or to view videos, notices or media coverage see our Facebook page: 
Association for Denman Island Marine Stewards and our website: adims.ca  

Email:  info@adims.ca 
2020/2021 ADIMS Board of Directors: 

Chair, Dorrie Woodward. Directors: Theresa Clinton, Liz Johnston, Barb Mills, Linda Sheehan, Lisa Pierce, Beth Janz  
and Peter Karsten (Art Director) 

 

 
Your annual donation will automatically renew your yearly ADIMS membership. 

 We truly appreciate your ongoing support to help protect our marine environment. 

We are a CRA registered charitable organization with donations acknowledged with tax deductible receipts. 
 

We encourage you to donate online via canadahelps.org –  
Association for Denman Island Marine Stewards 

 
If you prefer donating by cash or cheque, please use this form and addressed envelope for your donation 

and either mail or drop off at the Abraxas Free Post. 
 
Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Denman Island Address: P.O. Box/Street_________________________________________________________ 
 

Denman Phone # _________________ 
 

Alt Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address #1: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address #2:   __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
□ YES — I would be willing to volunteer or assist in special events or projects.  
□ YES — please send me email updates 

 Climate Crisis   
The end of June heat wave was catastrophic for mussels, clams, sea stars and snails on our 
shores and dealt a crushing blow to shellfish aquaculture growers.  It leaves no doubt that 
as far as the climate crisis is concerned, the status quo is no longer acceptable, and change 
is required.  ADIMS is partnering with other BC groups, including WECAN, to work together 
to meaningfully address the global Climate emergency. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to the many people and organizations who support us in our work: 
 

Comox Valley Regional District 
The Islands Grapevine 

The Flagstone 
K’ómoks First Nation Guardian Watchmen 

Islands Trust 
BC Ferries 

Vancouver Island University 
  The individuals of the following groups with whom we have worked and to whom we are indebted: DFO, BCSGA as well as many NGOs 

such as Ocean Legacy, West Coast Environmental Law, WWF, Pacific Wild, Friends of Baynes Sound, Project Watershed, SeaChange, 
Conservancy Hornby Island, Plastic Free Denman, Denman Island Climate Action Network 

The hardworking and highly valued and loyal Beach Cleanup crew 
Gord Johns, MP 

Josie Osborne, MLA, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
Fin Donnelly MLA, Parliamentary Secretary for Fisheries and Aquaculture 

 
Our big-hearted community members for their continued financial and volunteer support.  

 
Alone we can do so little 

Together we can do so much. 
Helen Keller 

 


